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TOBACCO ACTION PLAN 
Statement by Minister for Health 

MR KUCERA (Yokine - Minister for Health) [9.20 am]:  Last week I launched the State's first tobacco action 
plan.  This major initiative aims to reduce smoking rates and the rate of smoking-related death and disease in 
Western Australia.  More than 1 400 Western Australians die every year from tobacco-related illnesses - an 
unacceptable human toll which is entirely preventable.  The “Western Australian Tobacco Action Plan 2001-
2004: Taking the Lead” is the first plan of its type and has been developed to implement the recommendations of 
the National Tobacco Strategy.  The plan identifies seven key strategies to reduce tobacco-related harm: 
strengthening community action on tobacco; promoting the cessation of tobacco use; reducing the availability 
and supply of tobacco; reducing tobacco promotion; regulating tobacco; reducing exposure to environmental 
tobacco smoke; and research and evaluation. 

One of the State Government’s election commitments was to reinvigorate the whole area of public health, and to 
this end it has committed $8 million to a four-year health improvement program.  One of the main objectives of 
this plan is to revitalise the Quit campaign and take a harder stand on tobacco control overall.  This will result in 
tougher point-of-sale controls, greater regulation, and reduction in the availability and supply of tobacco 
products. The program will also allow for the development of new strategies to tackle smoking and fertility 
issues and reduce the prevalence of smoking in Aboriginal communities.  With this plan, it is the Government’s 
hope - and indeed its intention - to prevent many unnecessary deaths from tobacco-related illness in Western 
Australia.  I table a copy of the “Western Australian Tobacco Action Plan 2001-2004: Taking the Lead”. 

[See papers Nos 873 and 874.] 
 


